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CHAPTER 4 – COMMENTS AND COORDINATION 
 
This chapter summarizes coordination with agencies and the public.  Section 4.1 includes 
descriptions of key meetings and Section 4.2 includes correspondence letters and emails. 

4.1 COORDINATION MEETINGS 
The following is a list of meetings held between February 24, 2004 and May 17, 2005 as part of 
the coordination process for the draft State Street (US-89) Railroad Bridge, Pleasant Grove 
Environmental Assessment (EA). 
 

 February 24, 2004: Public Open House No. 1 
 August 5, 2004: Public Open House No. 2 
 March 17, 2005: Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) 
 May 9, 2005: Mary West 
 May 17, 2005: Mountainland Head Start 

 
Following are brief descriptions of each meeting.  Complete meeting minutes are included in the 
project files. 

February 24, 2004: Public Open House No. 1 
The first public meeting was held on February 24, 2004 at the Jacobs Senior Center. Sixty-two 
people attended this meeting and 32 comments were received. Almost everyone who commented 
said that traffic congestion is a problem for them on this section of State Street.  The general 
consensus was that morning and evening rush hour are the worst times for traffic congestion near 
the bridge. A summary of comments received at the meeting follows: 
 

 Rebuild State Street to at least five lanes. 
 Rebuild the railroad crossing at-grade (State Street traffic would cross the railroad 

tracks).  A number of people liked this idea because it would provide the possibility for 
access to adjacent properties and would potentially cause fewer right-of-way impacts to 
those properties. 

 Rebuild the railroad crossing so that State Street is higher than the railroad tracks and 
trains can pass under the road via a bridge or tunnel. 

 Rebuild the existing bridge so that it can accommodate two lanes in each direction. 
 Until permanent changes can be made, move the sidewalk south of the bridge so that an 

additional southbound lane can be added between the bridge and the Geneva Road 
intersection. 

 Add turn lanes at the Geneva Road intersection. 
 Accommodate the trail system planned to exist along the Union Pacific Railroad track.   
 Include a trail way for walking, biking, and riding horses to the Pleasant Grove Rodeo 

Grounds. 
 Add a right turn lane at 700 South and State Street intersection. 
 Re-align 200 South where it connects to State Street. 
 Remove the trailer court on the northwest side of the bridge. 
 Plan for future light rail and commuter rail. 
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August 5, 2004: Public Open House No. 2 
This open house was held at the Jacobs Senior Center in Pleasant Grove from 5:00 PM to 7:00 
PM on August 5, 2004.  Ninety-five residents attended this meeting, and seventy-four written 
comments were received.  A summary of comments received at the meeting follows. 
 

 33 people favored an at-grade railroad crossing, 35 favored either a railroad overpass or 
underpass. 

 68% of those who responded favored Alternative 2, which would avoid the Ace 
Hardware building and Wills Memorial Park. 

March 17, 2005: Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) 
Representatives of Horrocks Engineers and the Utah Department of Transportation met with 
UPRR.  Items discussed in the meeting included: 
 

 2% max railroad grade (industry track standards). 
 UPRR plans to continue service until UTA implements commuter service. 
 UPRR opposes an at-grade option. 
 UPRR suggests changing the grade at 200 South before other track work south of 200 

South to reduce train impacts at 200 South. 
 UPRR would like to move the switch back to the south. 

May 9, 2005: Mary West 
Representatives of Horrocks Engineers and the Utah Department of Transportation met with 
Mary West, owner of the Mobile Home Park.  Items discussed in the meeting included: 
 

 Mary West plans to sell the trailer park and redevelop as commercial. 
 During construction, she needs access to State Street. 
 She is concerned about impacts to tenants, potential loss of income and property, damage 

to the sewer line under trailers along road, impacts to trees, impacts to the wells next to 
the railroad tracks, and damage to the water line in front of trailers. 

 She wants to set up a potential meeting with just mobile home park residents, if needed. 

May 17, 2005: Mountainland Head Start 
Representatives of Horrocks Engineers met with Mountainland Head Start to discuss impacts of 
the project on the Head Start program.  Mountainland Head Start is an intervention program for 
preschool age children at or below the poverty level.  The school currently accommodates 65-70 
students with several eligible children on a waiting list.  The JC Building, the building which 
might need to be reconstructed, serves 30 students.  The Head Start program follows a traditional 
school year (Aug. to June), so construction of a new building could take place while the school is 
out of session.       
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4.2 CORRESPONDENCE LETTERS 
Correspondence letters are shown in Table 4-1 and are included in the following pages, in order 
by date.  
 
Table 4-1.  Coordination Letters. 

Date To From Topic 

February 7, 2003 Horrocks Engineers (Chris 
Elison) NRCS (Ray Grow) Farmland 

July 28, 2004 Horrocks Engineers (Brian 
Christensen) UDOT (John Leonard) Operational Safety Report 

November 17, 2004 UDOT (Craig Hancock) UTA (Michael Allegra) At-Grade Crossing 
March 4, 2005 UDOT (Richard Crosland) UGS (Martha Hayden) Paleontological Clearance 
March 17, 2005 UDOT (Craig Hancock) UDOT (Michael Seely) At-Grade Crossing 
March 29, 2005 UDOT (Craig Hancock) UPRR (James Marshall) At-Grade Crossing 

May 16, 2005 Horrocks Engineers 
(Nicole Tolley) 

Utah Department of 
Natural Resources (Lyle 
Bennett) 

Section 6(f) Properties 

May 17, 2005 Horrocks Engineers 
(Nicole Tolley) UDWR (Lenora Sullivan) Wildlife 

May 19, 2005 Horrocks Engineers 
(Nicole Tolley) UDWR (Ashley Green) Wildlife 

June 2, 2005 UDOT (John Njord) FTA (Lee Waddleton) 
FHWA (David Gibbs) Air Quality Conformity 

September 20, 2005 --- UDOT (John S. Higgins) Wetlands 

September 27, 2005 USFWS (Henry Maddux) UDOT (Paul West) Threatened and 
Endangered Species 

September 30, 2005 UDOT (John Njord) FTA (Lee Waddleton) 
FHWA (Charles Bolinger) Air Quality Conformity 

October 14, 2005 UDOT (Paul West) USFWS (Henry Maddux) Threatened and 
Endangered Species 

December 19, 2005 Horrocks Engineers  
(Tom Allen) MAG (Chad Eccles) Project Consistency with 

CMS 

January 5, 2006 UDOT (Craig Hancock) Pleasant Grove City  
(Frank Mills) Wills Memorial Park 

The following correspondence is located in Appendix D: Cultural Resource Information 
March 10, 2005 --- --- Intensive Level Survey 

March 23, 2005 Utah Division of State 
History (Cory Jensen) UDOT (Richard Crosland) DOEFOE Concurrence 

July 12, 2005 Utah Division of State 
History (Cory Jensen) UDOT (Richard Crosland) DOEFOE Concurrence 

October 6, 2005 

 Skull Valley Band of 
Goshutes 

 Goshute Tribal 
Council 

 Northwestern Band of 
Shoshone Nations 

 Ute Indian Tribe 

FHWA (Jeff Berna) Native American 
Consultation 

October 16, 2005 --- --- 
Proof of Publication for 
Notice of Adverse Effect 
for UPRR Railroad Bridge 

December 14, 2005 Utah Division of State 
History (Cory Jensen) UDOT (Richard Crosland) “de minimis” concurrence 

December 20, 2005 Utah Division of State 
History (Cory Jensen) UDOT (Richard Crosland) Concurrence with bridge 

relocation determination 
 ACHP UDOT (Richard Crosland) Adverse Effect notification 
   MOA 
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